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What is gifted?
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High-achiever? Motivated? Perfect? Self-directed learner? Successful? Up for a
challenge? Lead learner? Expert?
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What is gifted?

The Exceptional Children's Educational Act
(ECEA) defines "gifted" children as:

Those persons between the ages of four and twenty-one whose aptitude or competence in
abilites, talents, and potential for accomplishment in one or more domains are so
exceptionally or developmentally advanced that they require special provisions to meet their
educational programming needs. Gifted children are hereafter referred to as
. Children under five who are gifted may also be provided with early childhood
special educational services. Gifted students include gifted students with disabilites (i.e,
twice exceptional) and students with exceptional abilities or potential from all
socio-economic, ethnic, and cultural populations. Gifted students are capable of high
production, or ional learning behavior by virtue of any or a
combination of these areas of giftedness: General or specific intellectual ability, specific
academic aptitude, creative or productive thinking, leadership abilities, Visual Arts,
Performing Arts, Musical or Psychomotor abilities 12.01(16)
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What is gifted?
ECEA Areas of Gifted Identification: 12.01(16)(a-e)
E

E General Intellectual Ability Specific Talent Aptitudes g z £
g Specific Academic Aptitudes e Creative or Productive Thinking 2 E z,
5 e Reading e Leadership HER-
H e Writing e Dance z =

e Mathematics e Music z

e Science e Performing Arts (theater,

e Social Studies speech and debate)

e World Languages e Visual Arts

e Psychomotor
% https://www.cde state.co.us/gt/identification § % %
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What is gifted?

Giftedness is more than a student's score on an

. lQtestoron a series of academic tests. It % :
£ involves every aspect of the person including st E
2 cognition, personality, and social-emotional § g -g
g development. z =
Gifted folks are gifted all day, every day...24/7. It IS who
they are!
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Common Characteristics of Gifted Youth

https://www.youtube. ‘watch?v=eoN2iBDKZxE = 3:40 minutes
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What is gifted?

Common characteristics of gifted youth:

Advanced thinking

Strong verbal skills

Early development

High curiosity

Unusual memory
Imagination and storytelling

Rapid learning

Creative expression
Long attention span
Highly sensitive

Wide range of interests
Unusual sense of humor

https://gt.dpsk12.org/page/gifted-characteristics/
htps://www.researchgate net/publication/308956718_A_Parent's_Guide._to_Gifted_Children
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What is gifted?

Why identification might be difficult...

Gifted kids are tricky.
e Iftheir environment is not appropriately meeting their needs, their
resulting behavior may lead to misdiagnosis or not being identified as
gifted. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MUy5dcfclSs

e The gifted child's istics of intensity, A and

high motor activity can easily be mistaken for ADHD.
e The intensity, sensitivity, and idealism of gifted students often lead
others to view them as “strong-willed” or Oppositional Defiant Disorder
e Their intellectualizing, sense of urgency, perfectionism, idealism, and
intolerance for mistakes may be misunderstood to be signs of
Obsessive-Compulsive Disorder.

HOW DO WE SUPPORT?

AcTivITY
WHAT'S NEXT?

g g£¢88
H EEE
2 8 5 8
° o
What is gifted?

From the work of Dr. George Betts, there are 6
E types of gifted: E ;
£ E g
@ The SUCCESSFUL (90% of identified GT population) and E E 4
; will be successful in school as 2 < i

they can play the game, perform, and even seek out §
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opportunities for growth.

However, for the CHALLENGING (divergently gifted), the
UNDERGROUND _ (wants to hide abilities), the DROPOUTS
(who are angry, ignored), and the DOUBLE-LABELED (2¢),
school success is often a difficult thing to obtain.
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How do we support?

Many 2e students are usually aware of their challenges, which can result in
If- and

academic performance.
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How do we support?

Why support 2e students...

Every student should be considered a valuable asset
with the capacity to grow and reach their full potential in
terms of skills, knowledge, and abilities

Despite being aware of their challenges, 2e students
require assistance in understanding the reasons for
their challenges and in learning strategies to address
them.
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Activity

What would you say to a convince a colleague
that a student with an IEP or 504 should have
access to gifted programming despite their IEP
or 504?

e Why is this programming option is important?
e What benefit would it bring to the 2e student?
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What's Next?

£ It depends.
s BERE:E
g Eflagle E % e IDENTIFY students who may be 2e
= ; g < i and help them get formally identified.
g o PLAN (and MENTOR educators) to
support these students.
o Strengths-Based Programming
e ADVOCATE for students to be
identified for services, supports, and
gt £8% plans.
[ ElE B
)
What's Next?
£ THANK YOU!
mH N
ol ElSIS £ 5
S E 2Rl E @ Resources are referenced throughout.
= H BRE
[ Special thanks to:
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e AcademyACL students and staff

e Beth Busby (2e Consultant, retired)

e Colorado Department of Education 2e
Cadre members and trainings




